Notes for Parents

Curriculum Framework on Parent Education
(Kindergarten)
Strand IV:
Fostering Home-school Co-operation and Communication

Co-operate with School and Foster
Children Learning at Home
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Objectives :
By the end of
this session,
you should be
able to
understand:

1. Integrated Approach and real-life
themes adopted in kindergartens

2. Portfolio as a learning record in the
early childhood education curriculum

3. Parents’ role in curricular activities of
kindergartens
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Direction for the Development of the
Kindergarten Curriculum in Hong Kong

Child-centredness is the
core value of the
curriculum.

The curriculum
promotes an
age-appropriate and
balanced development
in children.
Source: Parents’ Pamphlet of the Kindergarten Curriculum Guide
(https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/major-level-of-edu/preprimary/ParentPamphlet_EN.pdf)
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Integrated Approach and
Real-life Themes Adopted in Kindergartens
Using real-life themes
such as topics related to
children’s lives to
integrate and connect the
contents of different
learning areas and
incorporating life
experiences.

Children’s interest in
learning will gradually be
enhanced, and learning
becomes meaningful.
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Activities within the theme encompass a wide range of
curriculum areas (6 learning domains)

Integrated Approach and Real-life
Themes Adopted in Kindergartens

A sample teaching unit using real-life theme: family (K3)
Physical fitness
and health

Language

1. Learn how to 1. Say the
take care of
family
brothers
words:
/sisters
Father,
2. Learn about
mother,
differences
brother,
between self
sister
and babies
2. Identify the
3. inculcate
kinship
hygiene habits
terms
3. Share and
describe
family
photos

Self and society

Early childhood
mathematics

Nature and living

Arts and
Creativity

1. Learn how to 1. Count family
1. Observe the
1. Make a family
share
info according
characteristics
Photo frame
housework
to different
of animal or
2. Make small art
with family
criteria: gender.
insect families
work and
2. Be grateful for 2. Rank family
2. Explore the
present to
the family
members
tiny home
parents as a
3. Reflect on
according to
settings of
gesture of
leisure time
height, age, etc.
animals or
gratitude
with family:
insects
e.g. visits to
places of
interest,
gatherings
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Parents may be invited to help the children learn
through these activities.
Physical fitness
and health
1. Learn how to
take care of
brothers/
sisters
2. Learn about
differences
between self
and babies
3. inculcate
hygiene habits

Language
1. Say the
family
words:
Father,
mother,
brother,
sister

2. Identify the
kinship
terms
3. Share and
describe
family
photos

Self and society

Early childhood
mathematics

Nature and living

Arts and
Creativity

1. Learn how to
share
housework
with family

1. Count family
1. Observe the
1. Make a family
info according
characteristics
Photo frame
to different
of animal or
criteria: gender
insect families 2. Make small art
work and
2. Be grateful for 2. Rank family
2. Explore the
present to
the family
members
tiny home
parents as a
according to
settings of
gesture of
3. Reflect on
height, age, etc.
animals or
gratitude
leisure time
insects
with family:
e.g. visits to
places of
interest,
gatherings
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Parents may co-operate with
teachers to consolidate learning of
children after class or prepare the
child before a lesson:

“I looked different!”
Parents may share photos of the
child since he/she was born and
talk about the changes of the
child in the past years.
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Parents may co-operate with
teachers to consolidate learning of
children after class or prepare the
child before a lesson:

“I learned I should take care of
little brothers/sisters!”
Parents may let the child take
care of the baby brother/sister
under their supervision.
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Parents may co-operate with
teachers to consolidate learning of
children after class or prepare the
child before a lesson:

“I will share my family photos
with teacher and classmates.”
Parents may help the child
practise the kinship terms
with the child by guiding
him/her to describe the family
members in the photos.
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Parents may co-operate with
teachers to consolidate learning of
children after class or prepare the
child before a lesson:

“I learned that I could help do housework at home.”
Parents may let the child choose any types of
housework to participate in at home and fill out a
housework helping card for the child.
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Integrated Approach and Real-life Themes Adopted in
Kindergartens: Engaging Parents in Project Approach






Project Approach is an in-depth investigation of a
topic worth learning more about.
This approach involves children applying skills,
asking questions, making decisions and choices,
and assuming responsibility.
Children learn more about the topic through finding
answers to questions.
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Teachers plan activities for children to explore and
find the answers to the questions:
Can flowers be eaten?

Teachers may invite some parents to answer the questions. The parents
or the kindergarten chef may cook some soup/food/tea made from
flowers and let children taste them.

I heard some flowers will kill
people. Is this true?

Teachers may provide books and websites for children to read together
and find answers to the question. Parents may be asked to prepare their
children to report the answer in class.

What is inside a flower?

Teachers may bring different flowers to the classroom and let children
touch and study the flowers and record their discovery in the form of
drawing.
Parents may be asked to prepare flowers for examination in class.
Teachers may take the children to school garden to examine the flowers.

Why do people give flowers to Children will bring this question card back home and ask their parents to
other people on birthdays or give answer on the card. Parents then discuss with the children.
in some festivals?
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Learning Portfolio
• A portfolio is a systematic record of
children’s growth, not an assessment tool.
• The portfolio is representative of the work
that is typical of that child, and not just the
child’s best work.
• Teachers will set up the portfolio.
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The Learning Portfolio
It is the child’s collection of work
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Some examples:

Work samples
Items in
the Learning
Portfolio

Artwork
Photographs
Learning Logs
Observation record
16

How should
parents read
and make
use of their
children’s
learning
portfolio?

1. Understand the child’s

learning progress, growth,
achievements, areas for
improvement at various
developmental stages.
2. Establish reasonable
expectations of their children.
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How should
parents read
and make
use of their
children’s
learning
portfolio?

3. Encourage children to
appreciate their effort and
achievement and develop
feelings of self-worth.
4. Celebrate the child’s
learning accomplishments.
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How can parents co-operate with teachers to
facilitate children’s learning?
Participate in

Assist in

Participate in

class activities

school excursions/
events

lesson observation
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(Explore home activities for children )
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Some sample school activities on the theme of ‘food’ (K2)
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Describe and guess
the names of food.
Sing songs with
food as the song
titles.
(Language)

Visit supermarket
and market in their
neighborhood and
record what they see
by taking photos.

Use the photos from
supermarket visits to
make a FOOD Book
to introduce food of
different countries.

Talk about dining
manners in different
countries (guest
speakers can be
invited).

(Self & Society)

(Arts)
(Language)

Mon
Children start to
record their daily
diet with use of
diet record form
from Mon to Thur.
(Early Childhood
Mathematics)

Tue

Wed

Thu

Practise fine motor
skills and eye hand
coordination while
kneading dough.

Measure quantity
while cooking (liter,
ml, cup, table spoon,
cooking time).

Make pancake in
class together.

(Physical Fitness &
Health)

(Early Childhood
Mathematics)

(Science &
Technology)

Fri
Teach food pyramid
and have children
design their own
healthy menu.

(Physical Fitness &
Health)

Fri
Guide children to
reflect on their diet
record.
Review the learning
in the Food unit.
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Group discussion
(Explore home activities for children)
• You are given a set of topics for K2 children.
• Discuss with your group and suggest some
learning activities parents can do with young
children at home under these topics.
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Suggest some activities under the topics

Transport
People who help us
Around the world

Food
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